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KATHRADA.- WITS GRADUATION. Tuesday. 11" December, 2012
‘Esteemed Chancellor, Deputy Chief Justice Dikgang Moseneke, Vice

Chancellor, Professor Loyiso Nongxa, the Acedemic Staff, and all staff
members who keep the wheels of the University turning, distinguished guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

I wish to express my deep gratitude to the University of Witwatersrand

for the surpnsmg honour to bestow an Honorary Doctorate on me.

At the same time, my congratulatlons to all students who graduate today
You have achieved a milestone in your lives, and may all your future endeavours
be crowned with success.

I have a humble plea to all of you who are graduating today, and leaving
the University. You will be going out into world, full of nunie;?ous challenges.
When employing your newly acquired skills and expertise, please remember that
with success come responsibilities. : ,

There is the very important  responsiblity to the country. You are no
doubt aware that South Africa is in dire need of skills and expertise in every
direction. Without these our country will not be able to make the progress that it

needs in order to face the challenges before us.

SRS

: Honourable Chancellor, I'm ashamed to confess that about 60 years ago
I had a brief association with Wits. I spent all of 3 months of my life as a
student. Thereafter, at the age of 22 I succumbed to the attraction of an overseas
visit, and I abruptly abandoned my student life to descend into the army of
drop-outs. v _
It had to take 19 'ye_a;'s to redeem myself, But we wont go into that.
Honourable Chancellor, with sincere apologies, I intend to depart from

what I guess would have been expected from me in a speech at such an occasion.
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~Interestingly these pronouncements have contributed towards the
birth of new terminology. Such as
Untransformed
Counter Revolutionary
neo liberal
coconuts
the newest is “clever Blacks.”

On their own they can be dismissed, rediculed or ignored. But their
constant repetition is disturbing. '

Arthur Chaskalson and other leading lawyers have spoken out about
these perceived, or real threats to the independence of the Courts.

Less than a month before his death, on the 9th of November, Arthur

CVhaskalson said in a speech:-

LOELYPYLLO
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YidconTuikin the independence of the judiciary and the legal profession are central

pillars of our constitutional democracy, and ...we should be astute to ensure that
there is no erosion of these fundamental principles.”

Further on, he said:-
“ The supremacy of the Constitution and the rule of law require everybody in our
country, including Parliament and the executive to obey the law, and to respect
and uphold the provisions of the constitution....the courts are mandated to be
gdard-ian of the constitution....” |
on reverel

Wises, Bk his death,! Government leaders pledged to uphold the legacy of
Arthur Chaskalson, we express the hope that they will not only recall these words
but desist from pronéunpements: that undermine the last public admonition of the
first President of the Constitutional Court.
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Foreword

“Dear Comrade Kathy” began the email I received last December
from Jannie Momberg. These three words symbolised how far this
man. had travelled in his 72 years. From having been raised in a
staunch National Party family, to joining this Apartheid Party, to his
involvement in liberal White politics, to finally becoming an African
National Congress Member of Parliament, Jannie had come full circle.

The email was. short - just five lines - and being Jannie, he got
straight to the point. He explained that he was in the final stages of
writing a book on his “political years”, and attached a few chapters to
the email. He wanted me to write the Foreword. Again in typical
Jannie style, he said: “You can write whatever you think is best. The
length is entirely up to you, as long as it’s not too short.”

This was vintage Jannie - warm, enthusiastic, direct and witty. I
agreed to meet him to discuss it, and we arranged an appointment to
coincide with my visit to Cape Town. Just days before the meeting, he
telephoned me and pleaded to be allowed to reschedule our
engagement, saying: “I have just got to see the cricket match!” We
agreed to postpone the meeting; however this was not.to be. A few
days later a phone call came. I assumed it was a confirmation of our
appointment, or another reschedule ... buf it was much 'WOrLSse; ‘Our
dear Jannie had died! It took some time to get over the shock. At.the;
Memorial Service, Jannie briefly lived again, through the heartfelt
words of the Dominee, Trevor Manuel, and Jannie’s sons. o i

The Foreword stayed in my mind. Although I felt that it would
have been presumptuous of me to conclude that Jannie's request
would still hold, I'strongly believed that it would be a huge loss if the
story of this outstanding son of South Africa remained unpublished.
1 was subsequently to discover that my . doubts were. unfounded,

when some months. later, Jannie’s widow Trienie came all the way -

from False Bay to my place in Cape Town, to inform me that the book
was due to be published soon, and my Foreword was required.

page 1
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me Malan to Mbeki @

As tempting as it is, I will not steal Jannie’s thunder and reveal any
of the fascinating or amusing anecdotes that appear in the pages of
this frank account of his remarkable story. His was a: life  which
spanned political eras - from Apartheid to Democracy, and his story
(as the son of an elite Afrikaner family) only serves to highlight his
extraordinary personal transition in later life.
Jannie was born in 1938, in the same year that1 - at the age of eight
- had to be wrenched away from my mother and father to atfend
school in Johannesburg; as Apartheid had decreed: that an Indian boy
could not be admitted to the White or Black schools in Schweizer-
Reneke. My first traumatic awakening to the evils of racism took
Place at a very tender age. In later years, I vowed to use my life to
oppose it however I could. - a‘journey which led me into the Young
Communist League, the South African Communist Party, the ANC,
and ultxmately to 26 years in prison - but that is another story.
‘As I was learning about Anti-Apartheid activism, on the other side
of ‘the country, Jannie was growing up as the son of a Hitler
supporter. He was ten years old in 1948, when the National Party
won' the General election, and came to power in South Africa. Its
leaders, such as the “Architect of Apartheid” - (D.F. Malan) and John
Vorster were counted amongst his family's close fiiends. Jannie's
account ‘of ‘sharing tea with a wheelchair-bound Malan' - and- the
political ‘advice ‘he dispensed to the young student - makes for
interesting reading.
While Jannie campaigned for South Africa to become a Republic;
we in the ANC were campaigning against the: All-White Republic - in
fact, one of the‘charges on which'-Madiba was sentenced to jail for five
years (in 1962) was for ‘inciting a strike against the proclamation of
the Republic. In 1963, Jannie had his first confrontation with the
National Party because a group of “Coloured” people had ‘been
turned away from-a symphony concert in Cape Towr. During- the
same year, we were charged with sabotage at the Rivonia Trial, and
in June 1964; sentenced to life imprisonment. ‘
o We first: got to hear about Jannie Momberg at Pollsmoor Prison in

the m1d—1980s, when he ‘was Zola Budd’s manager, We had been in.
prison for 16 years when we were first allowed to have newspapers
and in 1985 we had television. Like the rest of the weorld, ‘we gatto
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-about this barefoot runner who was good enough torace in the .
Dlympic Games. We were probably ‘more interested in the fact: that
ranother South African breaking our sporting: boycott than
fac that'she ran without shoes; or was managed by an Afrikaner
e farmer. - but for Jannie; the job of managing Zola Budd meant
at.he often travelled. overseas, ‘where he saw media accounts of
at was really happéning in South Africa. .Hé‘r:-di.ﬂdlalsc read abouit .
view of the ANC - whereas any information about this
4 n'was banned at home: ks
Ve had- observed through the media that this committed National
/.supporter had broken with the Party after § membership-of 30
ie ‘writes in his memoirs that this act wgs “akin to losing a
. His slow awakening, from:1963 onwards, had: led him to-a
ng:point-in 1985: At-what was ‘to be his lagt NP Congress, he
| this opportunity to call for the abolition of certain Apartheid

He finally resigned from'the National Party n 1987. In 1988 he
volved himself in the formation of a new Party - the Independent
rty..A year later, he was one of the founders| of the Democratic
ty, which was formed out of a merger betwegn the Independent
warty and the Progressive Federal Party. Later, in 1989, he was part of
he group of (mainly) Afrikaners who travelled to|L.usaka to:méet the
leadership of the ANC in exile. He was enriched by his encounters
Thabo Mbeki and Chris Hani. The visit was lauded by the Anti-
irtheid Movement and lambasted by the Reginfe back home.
In- 1990, President F.W..de Klerk unbanned the|ANC and. released
om prison. This move was another turiiing-point in-the life
’f]anme Momberg. In1992, he and four other Derhocratic Party MPs:
anvan: Eck, Pierre Cronje; Rob Haswell and Dave Dalling resigned
rom:the Democratic Party, and jeined the ANC | making them the
“fitst 'ANC Members of Parliament in the Al}-White House of
~Assembly.
My partner, Ms Barbara Hogan (also a former political prisoner)
and-1 had our first personal encounter with Jannig in 1993, when he
nd. his-colleagues invited' us to lunch in the Parliamentary
Restaurant. This was the very first time we had crossed the portals-of
the Legislature. Jannie showed us around the building. He took us
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into the House of ‘Delegates, -formed: in. 1983 as part of the Tri-
Cameral Parliament, ostensibly to represent. the Indian community.

This was atoothless body - a dummy institution-witfno powers. It

was with a feeling of revulsion. that I witnessed adults’ pretending to
be equal partners amongst the rulers of the country: In reality they
were 2% class' citizens; talking (as has been. déscribed - elsewhere)
"through a toy telephone to deaf people at the other-end:
"My mind went back to Pollsmoor Prison; when a Member of th:s
bedy applied to visit me, and I informed our jailers that T refused. to
see him. It was:not an easy decision on my ‘part; the: man in question

was someone: with- whom'I had served a month’s imprisonment in

Durban Central Prison during: the Passive -Resistance movement
launched by the ‘South African. Indian Congress in 1946. Forty years
later he had- atlied himself with- individuals: who ‘were regarded - as
collaborators:with the Apartheid Regime:

I next met Jannie in 1994, while we were campaigning for the first

hon—raclal Democratic elections. in the Indian. Group Area  of

Roshnee, near ‘Vereeniging. His powerful, ‘down-to-earth speech
made a significantimpact upon the people.

After the ANC victory, I'was elected as a Member-of Parliamen,
Apart from what'we had gathered in the media, we had absolutely:no
idea about running Parliament. - We lacked expenence - even.in the
running:of a little Town Councill Having had ‘years  of experience,
Jannie was appointed -as one of the ANC: Whips. In ‘this - capacity,
]annie ‘was especially instrumental in making us-comfortable.

“Onmie of his numerous tasks was to allocate seating in the House to
'Parllamentarlans, which sometimes proved tobea challenge, as this

book reveals, Taking us. around JI;hat day, ‘however, he insisted 'on-

giving me' a seat with the Cabinet Mimsters He was relving on'media

reports that } had been appointed Minister of Prisons; which was true -

- but he was not yet aware :of the ‘change in: the:situation;, that had
taken: place virtually overnight. Ilwas an ordinary MP: Janrie was.a
very.: energehc and valuable: Member of Parliament who did his job
thoroughly. Whether ehrectly or :mdxrect]y, he: also trained: many
others who-"knew ‘nothing about the Whippery, let alone about bemg
Members of Parliament. PR

“He was a very direct person, never- shy to make clear what he

page 4
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nted - and he was sometimes even criticised for his directness.
x was the first time he had come into a situation where he was
hng-wuh people as equals. He had only heard the names of some:
people he was going to work with, but he got widespread

rt fromn Madiba downwards.
Ne should never underestimate the sacrifices he made by moving
raaaily excluswe set-up, to becommg a pioneer of non-

‘ served us well in Parhament fmally resxgmng in 2‘00()‘ but
.not to be the end of his contribution. He was a-ppomted




