
      The impact of Apartheid on a born-free generation  

 

Poem : Shadows and Dawn by Malakiwe Malaika Rorwana  

 

Synopsis :  

The poem titled “Shadows and Dawn” reflects on the 
impact of apartheid on South Africa’s born-free generation, 
those born after apartheid ended. Though they are free from 
the legal chains of apartheid, they still bear the legacy of the 
past, feeling its echoes in daily life. The poem explores the 
complex balance between the lingering shadows of 
apartheid and the new dawn of hope and unity as the born-
free generation strives to build a better future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     “Shadows and Dawn” by Malakiwe Malaika Rorwana  
 

In a land once scarred by shadows deep, 

Where cries of justice broke the sleep, 

A new dawn whispered, softly gleamed, 

For those who dreamt, for those who dreamed. 

 

Born free, they rose, unchained by past, 

Yet felt its echo, strong and vast, 

The walls had fallen, hope reborn, 

But scars remained, so deeply worn. 

 

They carried stories, old yet near, 

Of those who fought, of those who fear, 

A legacy both dark and bright, 

A dance of shadow, beams of light. 

 

In classrooms filled with dreams and fears, 

They learned of pain from yesteryears, 

Of heroes’ courage, battles won, 

Of silent tears, and songs unsung. 

 

Their minds, a tapestry of old and new, 



Wove stories rich, with varied hues, 

From Soweto’s streets to Cape Town’s shore, 

They sought to heal, to mend, restore. 

 

The elders’ tales of darkened nights, 

Of whispered prayers, of silent fights, 

Became the lessons, fierce and true, 

For born-frees seeking paths anew. 

 

The fields once torn by hate and fear, 

Now blossomed with a vision clear, 

Of unity, of love, of grace, 

Of dreams that none could now erase. 

 

In art, in song, in prose they wrote, 

In every speech, in every vote, 

They carried forth the torch of old, 

With hearts as fierce, with spirits bold. 

 

Though born in times of peace’s dawn, 

The shadows of the past still drawn, 

Yet in their eyes, a fire glows, 

A strength, a will that only grows. 



 

In every step, in every deed, 

They strive to plant a brighter seed, 

To cultivate a world that’s free, 

From past’s dark chains, for all to see. 

 

And so, the born-free generation stands, 

With hearts and hopes in their hands, 

A testament to what can be, 

In a land where all can truly be free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        Analysis/Short Notes :  

In the first stanza, the poem sets the scene in a land scarred by the injustices 
of apartheid, with cries for justice waking the nation. The imagery of a new 
dawn suggests that the end of apartheid brought hope, but this hope was 
fragile, symbolized by the soft gleam of dawn. 

As the poem progresses, it shifts its focus to the born-free generation, those 
who were born after the fall of apartheid. Although free from the legal chains 
of apartheid, they still feel the “echo” of its legacy. The poem captures the 
duality of their experience: on the one hand, they walk in unity and hope, 
unbound by the past, yet on the other hand, they carry the weight of history. 
The scars of apartheid are still present, deeply worn into the fabric of the 
nation, and the past continues to whisper through daily life. 

The final stanzas emphasize the stories carried by this new generation, stories 
of both heroes and those who continue to live in fear. The legacy of apartheid 
is described as both dark and bright, a dance of shadows and light, 
acknowledging the pain of the past while recognizing the resilience and hope 
that have emerged. 

Structure – This poem is composed of quatrains with an AABB rhyme scheme, 
providing a rhythmic and flowing structure. This structure helps convey the 
tension between the dark legacy of apartheid and the light of the new dawn. 

Imagery and language - The poem uses vivid imagery to convey the stark 
contrasts between the past and present, such as “shadows deep,” and 
“blossomed with a vision clear.” Metaphors like “a dance of shadow, beams of 
light” highlight the duality of the legacy and the hope carried by the born-free 
generation. 

Themes – “Legacy of Apartheid”- The poem opens by acknowledging the deep 
scars left by apartheid, describing it as “shadows deep” and “echo, strong and 
vast.” The born-free generation, while not directly subjected to apartheid, still 
feels its impact. This theme is woven throughout the poem, emphasizing how 
history continues to influence the present. 



 “Hope and Resilience” - Despite the heavy legacy, there is a strong theme of 
hope and resilience. The born-free generation is depicted as rising “unchained 
by past.” This illustrates their determination to build a better future and 
overcome the remnants of apartheid. 

“Memory and History”- The poem underscores the importance of 
remembering and learning from the past. Lines like “They carried stories, old 
yet near” highlights how the memories of apartheid serve as a reminder and a 
guide for the new generation to avoid repeating the same mistakes. 

In conclusion - The poem effectively captures the complex emotions and 
challenges faced by the born-free generation. Through its themes, it paints a 
vivid picture of a generation determined to honor the past while forging a 
brighter future. The structured form and rich imagery enhance the poem’s 
message, making it a powerful reflection on the impact of apartheid and the 
enduring spirit of the born-free generation. 

                                                                  [498 words] 

 


