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Dcar Mr. Kathracla:

On behalf of the Oﬁzicc for |nclusion and F7 rcjcct 8050at Michigan State
Univcrsity, we wish youavery happy 8 5th birthday! Our |~|oPc is that your dag is
filled with the love of Family and friends. You have inspirccl so many to work for
Frccclom, non-racialism, and dcmocracy, and your unwavering commitment to these
issues reaches bcyond South Africa to Pcop|c around the world. Michigan State
Univcrsitg is honored to share in the celebration of your birtl-lclay.

Please accept this giFt as a small token of our aPPrcciation for all you have done.
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Office for Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives
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May the Lord above
look down on you
And guic(e you on your way,
May He bless you
with His peace and love
on this, your special o[ay.

Have a Blessed ’Day
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TheBiography of Ahmed Kathrada

Ahmed Mohamed Kathrada (or 'Kathy') was born on 21 August 1929 in
Schweizer-Reneke.

He was introduced to politics as a child in Johannesburg when he joined a non-
racial youth club run by the Young Communist League.

At the age of 17, Kathrada participated in the Passive Resistance Campaign of
the South African Indian Congress and was subsequently arrested.

In 1951, he was selected to visit East Berlin to attend a youth festival. Back home
in 1952, Kathrada was in a group of 20, including Nelson Mandela and Walter
Sisulu, who were sentenced to nine months in prison with hard labour,
suspended for two years for organising the Defiance Campaign.

In 1954, he was placed under restrictions by the Security Police. In 1956, he was
among the 156 Congress activists charged for High Treason. The trial continued
forfour years after which all the accused were acquitted.

While on trial, in 1960, the ANC and PAC were banned. In 1962, Kathrada was
placed under “house arrest”. He broke his banning orders, and went
“underground’, to continue his political work. In July 1963, the police swooped
on Liliesleaf Farm in Rivonia, where Kathrada and other “banned” persons had
been meeting. This led to the Rivonia Trial, in which eight accused were
sentenced to life imprisonment. They included Mandela, Sisulu, Kathrada,
Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, Denis Goldberg, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew
Mlangeni.

Kathrada spent 26 years in prison on Robben Island and Pollsmoor Prison. While
in prison, he obtained four university degrees.

After his release on 15 October 1989, the ANC was unbanned. Kathrada was
elected onto its National Executive Committee.

In 1994, he served as President Mandela's Parliamentary Counsellor. He was
chairperson of the Robben Island Musuem Council until his term expired in
2006.

Kathrada has received numerous awards and has published several books. He is
the founder of the Ahmed Kathrada Foundation, which aims to deepen-non-
racialism. Aged 85, Kathrada remains an activist, participating in public
engagements, protest marches and speaking about his experiences in fighting
aracist, apartheid state.
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