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Let's begin!
Are you ready?



THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Elections in South Africa are held for the National Assembly, provincial legislatures and
municipal councils. Elections follow a five-year cycle, with national and provincial

elections held simultaneously and municipal elections held two years later. The
electoral system is based on party-list proportional representation, which means that
parties are represented in proportion to their electoral support. For municipal councils
there is a mixed-member system in which wards elect individual councillors alongside

those named from party lists.

In elections of the National Assembly, every South African citizen who is 18 or older may
vote, including (since the 2014 election) those resident outside South Africa. In

elections of a provincial legislature or municipal council, only those resident within the
province or municipality may vote. All elections are conducted by the Electoral
Commission of South Africa, which is an independent body established by the

Constitution.



THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM



WATCH ABOVE
VIDEO

Based on what you have watched, what you
learned about the electoral system 



WHY SHOULD
YOU VOTE 

voting
in British English

(ˈvəʊtɪŋ)
NOUN

the action or process of indicating choice, opinion, or
will on a question, such as the choosing of a candidate,
by or as if by some recognized means, such as a ballot



ACTIVITY

Mazisi Kunene (1930-2006), a South African poet,
educator and activist, was an active supporter and

organizer of the anti-apartheid movement in Europe
and Africa. He later became South Africa’s poet

laureate.

https://www.facinghistory.org/confronting-apartheid/chapter-4/south-africas-first-
nonracial-democratic-election



Mazisi Kunene writes that at first, he had no intention of voting. He felt that he had voted
with his entire life. What does he mean by this?

Why does Kunene decide that he must vote?

What process does he go through in order to vote, and why?

Reflect on the act or process of voting. Do you think it’s important? 

What role does voting play in a democracy? Make a connection to your own country. How
many people voted in the last election? What percentage of the electorate voted? What

would inspire more people, especially more young people, to vote?

CONNECTION
QUESTIONS. 



The mind is just like a muscle —
the more you exercise it,

the stronger it gets and the
more it can expand.

THANK YOU


